
A special thank you to Board President
Aaron Patten Jr. for eight years of
dedicated leadership and service to
Natchez Children’s Services. His
unwavering support, guidance, and
commitment to our mission have made
a lasting impact on our organization
and the children and families we serve.

The second quarter has been filled with
meaningful opportunities to serve our
community, raise awareness, and
strengthen partnerships in support of
local children and families. From our
annual pickleball tournament and being
honored as the beneficiary of a charity
golf tournament to Child Abuse
Prevention Month, generous donations,
on-air interviews, and even a trip to
Washington, D.C., it has been a season
of incredible community support. 
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We’ve been on the air this quarter! Catherine
McPhate helped spread awareness about the
mission of Natchez Children’s Services during
appearances on WCBI in Columbus (top
photo) and WJTV’s Live at 9 (bottom photo).
We are grateful for these opportunities to
share our work and advocate for children and
families across our community.

We are incredibly grateful for the
generosity of our community. This
quarter, Natchez Children’s Services
received a $1,000 donation from
Magnolia Bluffs Casino, item donations
from Natchez Walmart, and snacks
from the First Baptist Church Natchez
VBS drive. Thank you for investing in
our mission!

April was a meaningful month as we joined
our community in raising awareness for
Child Abuse Prevention Month. On May 7, we
proudly hosted our third annual Pickleball
Tournament at Duncan Park, our largest
tournament to date! With record
participation, we even expanded to two
women’s divisions. Congratulations to our
winners: Casey Ham & Mike Norris (Men’s),
Whitney Guthrie & Chris Paxton (Women’s
Advanced), and Charlotte Sanguinetti &
Patricia Loomis (Women’s Intermediate).
Thank you to everyone who played,
sponsored, volunteered, and supported this
event to help make it such a tremendous
success.

As we look ahead to the third quarter, we
are excited to continue building on this
momentum and remain committed to
providing hope, healing, and advocacy for
the children and families we serve!

Executive Director Catherine McPhate is
pictured below at the 2026 Natchez Railway
Charity Golf Scramble. Natchez Children’s
Services was honored to be selected as this
year’s beneficiary. We are incredibly grateful
to Natchez Railway and everyone who
participated, sponsored, and volunteered to
make the tournament a success!

Executive Director Catherine McPhate
represented Natchez Children’s Services at
the National Children’s Alliance Leadership
Conference in Washington, D.C., where she
met with Congressman Bennie Thompson to
advocate for children and families across
Mississippi.
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